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City, partnershlp hit stalemate

Girart] Mayor:fames Melfi says
there is no longer room for nego-
Iiatmgmm themrtnashgz

By TIM YOVICH
VINDHCATOR TMMBUU.SMYF

GiRhRD A deat for the city to
in ownership of the Ohio Leather
rks progerty has fatlen throu
- Mayor James Melfi sald Thus
‘that he has instructed Atty. Richard
G, Zellers of Younﬁstown to seek a
+ poutt date in the
‘had fited foreclosing on ‘the proper-
owner, Leatherworks Partner-
+ ship. The 27 acres in question are
: .3long U.S. Route 422, ~

awsult the clty -

- joseph F. Rafidi, partnership gen-
eral manager, couid not be teamed
to comment.

Judge John M. Stuard of Trumbull
County Common Pleas Court had
assigned the case to Arty. Anthony
Cornicelli, a court magistrate, to
mediate, After two heartngs, it ap-
peared the lawsuit had been settied.

At the last hearing, held Friday,
Rafidi sald he would recommend

ay the settiement to the partners.

- Nb response: If the Jeal was ap-
proved by the partnership, Rafidi

" was to give §25,000 and 3 signed

deed-to the city by 5 p.o1. Tuesday.
Melfi said he hasn't received elther.
Melfi said he anticipated the deal

waonld ot work,
- | did not expect this group to be
straightiorward with the process,”
the ma
|longer] voom for negotiations.”
The sides agreed last week if 2
setilement could not be reached,
the case would be heard by Comi-
celli, because hei s farmhar with the

- Isstes.

Melfl said the city has $300,000

. from the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to study or cleanup_

environmental hazards on the
propesty.

Leatherworks Partnership can use
its own money, the mayor added, to
make the {and environmentally
safe, if need be.

r assetted. “There is no

Agreement dmlls Under the
t, the city was to receive

-$75,000, plus an undetermined
- amotit for fegal fees, paid ln_tn-

stallments within a yeat,

“The EPA grant would have be«eh :

used to rectify efvironmental prob-

‘lems with the property, which tas

used by a tannery business until
about 30 years ago.

Leatherworks Partnership would
have been the iand's developet un-
der a construction titmetable, and
the clty would have forgiveh about

-$200,000 in fines the partnership
accumulated aRer the city dedlared

the propetty 4 safety hazard.
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